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more than make up for the deficit of Es. 30,722 in the year in which the rates were introduced.
VIRDAL.
In 1861 it was decided to form a new subdivision, to be called Virdal, out of ninety-three villages, seventy-six of which were inhabited and seventeen deserted, belonging originally to the Han-durbar and Dhulia T/ilukas. This tract of country had the Tapteo on the north, Anialner, which had been already settled, on the east, Dhulia on the south, and Nandurbar and Pimpalner on the west. The Survey settlement was introduced into it on its first formation, and sanctioned by Government for thirty years in July 1861. Its physical features were very similar to those of Amalner and other subdivisions on the south bank of the Taptec. The best soil was near the bank of the river, and it became poorer towards the south, where the surface became uneven, until it passed into hills of an irregular form, in the neighbourhood of which was the poorest soil. It was indifferently watered except near the Tapt.ee, the other two rivers in it, the Umravati and Burai, not containing water for the whole year. There were 428 wells in the whole district, many of which were from thirty-six to fifty feet in depth from the surface. The road from Maleguon to Surat passed through it; it was, however, only a fair-weather track, and boiv but little traffic. There were no manufactures, but a little dyeing and in one village cart-making, were carried on. There were weekly bazaars at Virdal, Sindkheda, and three other places, but no large market-town.. The husbandry did not differ iu any respect from that of the neighbouring subdivisions. Some cattle were bred in the southern villages, where there was much waste land. Population numbered 104 to the square mile.
Under the current system of assessment there bad been iu the northern villages only one uniform rate of Eg. 2 la. per liyha, or Es. 2 12a. per acre. Going towards the south the rates wore more irregular, ranging from E. 1 9a. to E. 1 4a. the lif/ha, but varied